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Excerpts of the Tgiwgn Relations Act of 1979 

[Note: The Presi^errt: spoke at 8:55 p.m. in the Great Hall ofthe People. He spoke fi-om a prepare4 text in response to a toast 
proposed! by Premier Chou. The exchange of toasts was broadcast live on television via satellite.] 


SECTION 1. 

This Act may be cited as the 
“Taiwan Relations Act”. 

Findings and Declaration of Policy 

SEC. 2. (a) The President having terminated 
governmental relations between the United 
States and the governing authorities on Tai- 
wan recognized by the United States as the 
Republic of China prior to January 1 , 1979, 
the Congress finds that the enactment of this 
Act is necessary - 

(1) to help maintain peace, security, and 
stability in the Western Pacific, and 

(2) to promote the foreign policy of the 
United States by authorizing the con- 
tinuation of commercial, cultural, and 
other relations between the people of the 
United States and the people on Taiwan. 


(b) It is the policy of the United States - 


(1) to preserve and promote extensive, 
close, and friendly commercial, cultural, 
and other relations between the people 
of the United States and the people on 
Taiwan, as well as the people on the 
China mainland and all other peoples of 
the Western Pacific area; 

(2) to declare that peace and stability in 
the area are in the political, security, and 
economic interests ofthe United States, 
and are matters of international concern; 

(3) to make clear that the United States 
decision to establish diplomatic relations 
with the People’s Republic of China rests 
upon the expectation that the future of 
Taiwan will be determined by peaceful 
means; 

(4) to consider any effort to determine the 
future of Taiwan by other than peaceful 
means, including by boycotts or embar- 
goes, a threat to the peace and security 
of the Western Pacific area and of grave 
concern to the United States; 


(5) to provide Taiwan with arms of a 


defensive character; and 

(6) to maintain the capacity of the United 
States to resist any resort to force or other 
forms of coercion that would jeopardize 
the security, or the social or economic 
system, of the people on Taiwan. 

(c) Nothing contained in this Act shall 
contravene the interest of the United States 
in human rights, especially with respect to 
the human rights of all the approximately 
eighteen million inhabitants of Taiwan. 

The preservation and enhancement of the 
human rights of all the people on Taiwan 
are hereby reaffirmed as objectives ofthe 
United States. ■ 


Source: http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/china/for_ 
pol/tai_us.htm#Taiwan%20Relation%20Acthttp:// 
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